by Debra Mcbammon, Executive Director

l reoenﬂy received a wonderful emal from one of our long time infernational quests, Anna, from the N@’rherlands She
aways came fwice a year to stay for 2 weeks whie she visited her husband in e TDCJ Polunsky Unit located in
Livingston. Anna, was a reqular for T years and we loved spending time with hner.

Excerpt: .'If | wouldnt have had fhat safe place (which grew so famiiar for me it was almost a sort of home), food
(nis morning | was looking for a recipe in your cookbookl), but definfely the whole atmosphere that surrounded me
the moment | stepped in | want 1o fake this opportunty fo tihank you both for that. You have setup a vibe of which
many people wil feel ripple effects of i for a long fime! Somefimes | just watch fhe movies on your websife, because
| miss it all so much. Sure, | have my own life here, buf for me those years that | travelled fo Texas, was a mixture
of reading a nerve-wracking adventure book, mixed with a love story, and coated with a fravel souce. I've met so
many wonderful people along the way, collected many recipes, ha ha, and have seen so many ‘American' things, and
have loved 1t all. Wel, anyway, | just felf e urge 1o write you fo let you both know that | have been able o do that
‘adventure book', due fo yal. | woudn't been able fo do so af al, oferwise, due to the costs and the feeling of a
safety net nearby, just in case. | realy hope | can make the frip one more fime, bur hey, things go as they 9o, I'm
not in control, He is.

We were excied o receive this emal from Annal I brought back funny memories of her first arrival and how much
she hated Texas and America due fo the jusfice sysfem here. However, the love of Christ shown to her by the staff
and moany volunfeers over the vyears won her heart and she gave i 1o Jesus! Thank you for Ioeuf\@ 0 par’r of
famiies lves Jus’r ke Anna as you @we ’ro support the House! Your gift does make a drFferemel -




CHAPLAIN'SCORNER

BY JOE MCCAMMON

The Finished Puzzle <
Occasionaly, | enoy spending time af the puzzle foble af HH. I
has been a cenferpiece there for almost forty yearsl | am
amazed 1o ink of e hundreds of individuals who have sat at
that fable and casualy shared some of their heaviest burdens
with ofhers and somehow found relief from ther stress by
working a puzzle.

A whie back, a very challenging puzzie was at the fable, and it
took us two weeks to finaly finish it That same evening a
couple of prefeen boys decided that the puzzle should not be
finished, but it should be unfinished. So they fore i up and left
i in a heap in e mdde of the fable, a ple of 00 puzze
pieces! OF course, the goal of a puzzler is to finsh the task
and, offer i's done, alow reasonable time for enjoying the
beauty of the finisned puzzle. Bur for some reason the boys
dd not see i that way.
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The folowing day, one of our best dissectologist (puzzle entinusiash)
sat down fo complefe the same puzzle again. She lhad it done in
record fimel But the next morning the same boys dd the same
ting, they fore t up again But this fime they began working fo
finish

Instead of trying fo figure our winat motivated them fo fear it up
again, | chose 1o foke a lesson from i | felt God's spirit say fo
me, ‘Tm ot finished with you yet, etiher!” Thank you, Lord, for
the eternal lesson in a simple puzzie. The Great Puzzler is in
charge of the many pieces fhat bult me. And He is the Great
Finisher of you, alsol

Looking unfo Jesus the author and finisher of our faitiy wino for
tne joy that was sef before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is sef down at the right hand of the #hrone of God.
Hebrews 27 N e
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